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Pearl  River  Baptists  find  ministry  in  Mexico 
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CULLACAN,  Mexico  (Special)  Sinaloa  is  a  rich  agricultural 
—  Thirty-three  Baptists  conduct-  area,  known  especially  for 
ed  a  Jan.  17-24  medical,  construe-  growing  tomatoes.  It  is  also  a 
tion,  and  evangelistic  mission  center  of  marijuana  and  other 
trip  to  Culiacan,  Mexico  record-  drug  trafficking, 
ing  562  professions  of  faith.  The  construction  crew 

The  mission  team  was  coor-  worked  on  an  addition  to 
dinated  by  Carl  Myers  of  Pop-  Emmanuel  Church  in  Culiacan 
larville,  director  of  Pearl  River  to  be  used  for  a  pastor's  home 
Association  Men's  Ministry.  and  educational  space.  They 
The  team  worked  in  cooper-  donated  275  man-hours  of  labor, 
ation  with  Southern  Baptist  The  medical  crew  traveled  to 
International  Mission  Board  different  locations  in  the  city 
missionaries  Tommy  and  Don-  and  surrounding  towns  eacn 
na  Beard  and  three  Baptist  day.  The  crew  included  physi- 
churches  in  Culiacan.  cians,  dentists,  optometrists, 

Culiacan,  capital  of  the  state  nurses,  a  veterinarian,  pharma- 
of  Sinaloa,  is  a  city  of  several  cists,  and  assistants, 
hundred  thousand  people,  nes-  They  were,  aided  by  local 
tied  in  the  mountains  just  off  the  Mexican  Baptists  who  helped 
Pacific  coast  of  Mexico  opposite  register  people  and  translate, 
the  tip  of  Baja  California.  During  the  week,  1,039 

people  saw  the  gen- 
physicians,  500 
-•  saw  optometrists, 

'hr  ^2  sau  dentists, 

*  kV.  ,/'**'  and  the  veterinarian 

Seated  4  pigs,  17 
horses,  51  cows,  26 
*  *IWcats,  and  102  dogs. 
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ON  MISSION  —  Members  of  the  Pearl  River  Association  med¬ 
ical/evangelistic  team  gather  at  Zion  Baptist  Church  in  Culiacan 
Mexico,  during  their  Jan.  1 7-24  mission  trip.  (BR  special  photo) 


two  simultaneous  revivals  held  people  in  Cofradia  received 
each  night  at  mission  churches.  Bibles,  they  often  would  gather 
"I  was  overwhelmed  by  the  together  excitedly  and  begin  to 
response,"  said  Bob  Rogers,  pas-  read  the  scripture  to  one  another, 
tor  of  First  Church,  PoplArville.  Myers  had  words  of  praise 
"Every  single  time  I  was  able  to  for  the  Beards, 
share  the  plan  of  salvation  with  "Tommy  and  Donna  were 
a  group  of  people  in  the  medical  great  to  work  with  volunteers, 
clmics,  at  least  one  person  which  allows  our  team  to  be  able 
prayed  to  receive  Christ.  to  do  as  much  as  they  can  do. 

The  evangelistic  team  took  "Last  year  he  used  54  volun- 
450  Bibles  to  give  away,  but  teer  groups.  Using  volunteers  is 
found  such  hunger  for  extra  work  on  a  missionary,  but 
Scripture  that  they  ran  out  of  Tommy  sees  the  benefit  of  volun- 
Bibles  a  day  early.  Fortunately,  teers  in  multiplying  his  ministry, 
they  were  able  to  find  about  a  "A  volunteer  goes  to  be  a 
hundred  more  Bibles  to  give  blessing  to  someone  else,  and 
away  the  next  day.  in  return  receives  a  blessing. 

The  Baptist  pastor  in  the  "The  churches  they  work 
town  of  Cofradia  said,  "Before  with  are  blessed.  Our  churches 
you  came,  my  people  listened  receive  a  blessing  when  we 
Eighteen  more  pro-  to  my  sermons  but  had  no  return  and  report  what  God  has 
fessions  were  made  in  Bibles.  Now  that  you  have  done.  It  goes  in  full  circle  as 

Sven  them  Bibles,  my  job  will  Christians  serve. 

!  easier."  It's  a  never-ending  blessing," 

IS  UYQ£tt-  I  Workers  noticed  that  when  Myers  said. 


What's  in  the 
Record 


Students  caiamissioned 


Cindy  Allred,  Hope  Hurst,  Suzanne  Oakley,  and  Reba  Young  of 
First  Church,  Bruce,  receive  die  Mississippi  Acteens  Citation.  Fewer 
then  10  young  women  had  previously  earned  this  highest  achieve¬ 
ment.  Charles  Nestor  is  pastor.  Lily  Oakley  is  Acteens  leader. 


Rankin  renews  China 


The  1978  Royal  Ambassador  Congress  draws  610  boys  and 
counselors  to  the  Mississippi  Coliseum.  Honor  chapter  of  tneyear 
was  the  Crusader  chapter  from  Springdale  Church.  Mrs.  Floyd 
Higginbotham  is  counselor. 


Brandon 


Amato  cru: 


A  small  storehouse  beside  Knoxo  Church  into  which  members 
brought  their  com  crop  tithe  nets  $433  for  the  church  treasury.  A.  B. 
Hatfield,  pastor  and  Clarke  College  student,  said  the  Storehouse  and 
God's  Acre  plans  proved  a  blessing  for  the  entire  church. 
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Letters 


Coming  soon  to  your  local  church 
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Editor's 
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homosexuality  to  cultural  and,  in  Unfortunately,  this 
cases,  legal  and  spiritual  equality  stand  has  been  interpret¬ 
ed 's  plan  for  the  heterosexual  union  ed  by  those  with  an  a  gen? 
man  and  one  woman  for  life.  da  as  "homophobia”  m 

t  day  seems  to  bring  news  of  anoth-  that  made-up,  nonexis- 
rtory"  toward  the  ultimate  goal  of  tent  word  to  label  anyone 
reaming  homosexuality  —  state  leg-  not  on  board  the  homo- 
1,  court  rulings,  Hollywood  movies,  sexual  train, 
ion  series,  school  courses,  and  cor-  The  fact  is  that  most 
insurance  benefits,  to  name  a  few.  Southern  Baptists  under¬ 
homosexual  movement  has  picked  stand  as  well  as  anyone: 
up  some  powerful  supporters  over  ♦  All  have  sinned  (1 
me  years,  especially  in  the  enter-  John  1:8). 
tairiment  and  political  fields.  ♦  Homosexuality  is  one 

President  Clinton's  openly  of  many  sins  Goa  abhors 
homosexual  appointments  to  the  (Rom.  1:18-32,  among 
federal  government  recently  posed  other  passages  too  numer- 
proudly  for  a  group  photograph  —  ous  to  cite), 
and  there  were  a  lot  of  people  in  the  ♦  Salvation  is  available 

photo.  to  those  who  will  accept 

The  Republican  Party  has  been  Jesus  (John  3:16). 
chastised  for  fawning  over  the  Log  Those  are  the  reasons 
Cabin  Republicans  group  which  is  many  Southern  Baptist 
composed  of  —  you  guessed  it  —  churches  have  initiated 
homosexual  Republicans.  special  ministry  efforts  to 

As  the  movement's  juggernaut  homosexuals,  not  to  excuse 
crashes  through  conventional  inappropriate  behavior, 

American  society,  it  has  not  left  the  but  to  help  them  turn  from 
Christian  churcn  untouched.  The  their  sin  and  build  a  right 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  relationship  with  God. 
network  is  organized  around  a  We  do  not  accept  drunk- 
ghly  homosexualized  doctrine,  en  behavior,  but  we  must 
ng  clergy  and  rites.  try  to  turn  the  drunkard 

red  Methodists  recently  went  toward  Jesus.  We  do  not  condone  adultery.  This  is  an  awesome  responsibility  we 
h  a  wrenching  ecclesiastical  trial  in  but  we  must  seize  the  opportunity  to  save  have  accepted,  to  reach  out  to  sinners 
ka  to  decide  whether  a  pastor  vio-  the  adulterer  from  a  tragic  eternity.  regardless  of  their  sin.  It's  not  always  corn- 

church  law  by  performing  a  So  it  should  be  with  our  witness  to  fortable,  but  it  is  our  responsiblity. 
anting"  service  last  fall  for  a  pair  of  homosexuals.  We  can  make  it  known  that  If  the  hot-button  issue  of  homosexuality 
s.  A  jury  acquitted  him.  we  are  opposed  to  the  sin  of  homosexuali-  hasn't  yet  come  to  your  church,  be  assured 

byterians.  Episcopalians,  and  ty,  while  making  every  effort  to  reclaim  the  that  it's  on  the  way. 
i  Catholics  have  all  struggled  with  sinner  for  Christ.  Our  culture  is  challenging  us  with,  Bus 

ds  for  mainstreaming  nomosexu-  Our  mission  from  the  moment  we  controversy  at  every  turn,  in  both  religous 
dost  have  resisted  but  the  cries  become  Christians  is  to  bring  everyone  we  and  secular  matters. 

auder.  .  can  to  the  Savior.  Will  you  be  prepared?  Will  your  church 

hem  Baptists  have  avoided  these  If  only  we  do  our  job,  we  know  that  Jesus  be  prepared? 

:tive  internecine  battles  by  taking  a  will  convict  them  of  their  sins  and  lead  them  Most  important  of  all,  will  we  be  found 
stand  against  the  mainstreaming  of  from  the  darkness,  as  he  did  for  each  of  us.  faithful  to  our  call? 
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7.  The  new  president  of  the 
seminary  is  younger  than  he  is. 

6.  Many  of  the  deacons  are 
younger  than  he  is. 

5.  If  his  optometrist  puts  any 
more  lines  m  his  glasses,  they 
are  going  to  look  uke  Venetian 


The  aging  process  was 
very  much  on  my  mind 
on  Sunday,  January  4.  I  was 
about  to  turn  forty,  and  my 
family  and  friends  were  enjoy¬ 
ing  every  minute  of  it. 

I  parked  my  car  in  the 
church's  drive-through  very 
early  that  morning  to  unload 
some  things  and  unlock  the 
building. 

We  unished  the  early  service, 
and  Sunday  School  was  about 
to  begin.  My  wife  Mary  found 
me  and  inquired  loudly  in  f 
of  my  Sunday  School  class, 
"Will  you  give  me  the  keys  to 
your  car  so  I  can  rrvove  it?'' 

"It's  still  there?"  I  asked 
innocently. 

"Well,'  it  didn't  get  up  and 
drive  itself  off.  You  re  blocking 
the  entire  congregation,"  she 
pointed  out. 

I  sheepishly  gave  her  the 
keys  to  the  car. 

On  Monday  morning, 
January  5,  as  I  left  home  to  go  to 
the  church  office,  some  guy  on 
TV  was  making  the  point  that 
nobody  older  than  38  has  won 
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You  know  you're 
middle-aged  when 

By  Bob  Rogers,  pastor 
First  Church,  Poplarville 
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4.  When  he  visits  the  nursing 
home,  he  knows  everybody. 

3.  When  he  says,  "Finally, 
brethren,"  it  no  longer  necessar¬ 
ily  means  the  sermon  is  about  to 
conclude. 


front  thought.  I  had  already  told  gone,  my  memory  is  far,  I  wish 
Mary  that  there  was  no  way  I  I  could  remember  where  I 
was  going  into  the  office  on  parked  my  car!" 

Tuesday.  ’'It's  my  day  off  and  The  neat  (I  still  use  words  like 
my  birthday."  "neat"  to  make  myself  feel 

When  I  drove  up  to  the  young)  thing  about  this  is  that  I 
church  Monday  morning,  the  get  a  lot  of  "welcome  to  the  dub" 
marquee  on  our  church  sign  comments  from  my  elders, 
proudly  announced,  "Oh,  No!  So  for  all  you  fellow  mid-lif- 
Bob  Rogers  is  40!"  ers,  here's  a  not-so-spiritual  list 

Remembering  what  I  had  of  the  Top  Ten  Ways  a  Pastor 
done  to  staff  members  who  had  Can  Know  He  Has  Officially 
previously  turned  40, 1  thought.  Become  Middle  Aged: 

’'I  don't  know  if  I  want  to  go  in  Sunday  Scb 

there."  10.  He  wears  his  hair  longer 

The  door  to  my  study  was  than  the  youth  minister.  The  Bible 

draped  in  black,  and  inside  my  laugh  and  a  time  to  weep  (Ecc. 

study  were  black  balloons  9.  His  Amy  Grant  Concert  3:4).  A  major  birthday  like  40  can 
hanging  from  the  feiling  and  a  Tour  T-shirt  is  two  sizes  too  small,  be  a  time  to  weep,  but  if  you're  a 
wheelchair  behind  the  desk.  Christian  you  know  where  you're 

Signs  all  around  the  room  8.  He  has  more  dothes  on  his  going  to  end  up  eventually, 
celebrated  how  old  I  now  was.  exercise  equipment  than  in  his  I'd  rather  laugh.  Wouldn't 
One  sign  stated,  "My  mind  is  closet.  vou?  6 


Postmaster:  Send  changes  of  address 
to  The  BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Send 
news,  communication,  and  address 
changes  to  The  Editor,  BAPTIST 
RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530  (601)  960-3000 


2.  He  is  about  to  give  up  ever 
getting  to  wear  that  leisure  suit 
to  another  revival. 
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Summer  missionaries  answer  '911'  call 


April  2, 1998 
Vol.  122 
No.  9 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


"God  is  using  college  and  university 
students  in  a  tremendous  way.  We  are  all 
scrambling  and  doing  our  best  to  keep  up 
with  where  he  is  leading  in  reaching  the 
lost  with  this  generation,  McCracken  said. 

"We  are  people  of  little  faith,"  said 
Micah  Carter,  a  student  at  Blue  Mountain 
Southern  Baptist  International  Mission  College  in  Blue  Mountain,  and  chairman  of 
Board,  as  a  record  number  of  Baptist  the  State  Student  Missions  Committee. 
Student  Union  (BSU)  summer  missionaries  After  last  year's  record  111  summer  mis- 
were  commissioned  March  28  at  Gulfshore  sionaries,  the  committee  set  what  they 
Assembly  in  Pass  Christian  during  the '1998  thought  was  an  ambitious  goal  of  125  sum- 
BSU  Leadership  Training  Conference  (LTC).  mer  missionaries  for  1998. 

The  veteran  missionary,  speaking  from  1  "Then  we  received  194  applications," 
Peter  3:13-16,  presented  a  half-dozen  chal-  Carter  said.  Of  that  number,  174  were 
lenges  to  the  students.  appointed,  with  167  actually  commissioned. 

'^Always  be  prepared,"  Myers  said,  Mandy  Trammell,  a  William  Carey 
"when  you  feel  like  it  and  even  when  you  College  sophomore  communications  major 
don't."  from  Florence,  was  recognized  as  the 

A  record  167  students  were  commis-  2,000th  student  to  be  appointed  a 
sioned  to  serve  in  North  America  and  Mississippi  BSU  summer  missionary, 
around  the  world  this  summer,  according  "It  was  an  honor  to  realize  that  I  was  just 

to  Weaver  McCracken,  associate  director  of  one  of  the  many  called  from  our  state," 
student  work  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Trammell  said. 

Convention  Board  (MBCB).  She  will  serve  at  the  Baptist  Fellowship 

"This  number  represents  50%  more  than  of  Columbia,  Conn.,  doing  primarily  youtn 
has  ever  been  commissioned  and  sent  work  but  also  helping  in  every  aspect  of 
before,"  McCracken  said.  the  church's  ministry. 


2,000  AND  COUNTING  — 
Scott  Vaughn  (left).  Baptist 
Student  Union  Director  at  East 
Central  Community  College  in 
Decatur,  presents  a  bouquet  of 
flowers  to  William  Carey  College 
sophomore  Mandy  Trammell  of 
Florence,  the  2,000th  Mississippi 
summer  missionary  to  be 
appointed.  She  will  serve  in 
Connecticut.  Vaughn  was  the 
1 ,000th  Mississippi  summer  mis¬ 
sionary  in  1987.  (Photo  by  Carl 
M.  White) 


CALLED  TO  MISSIONS  —  Summer  missionary  Meredith  Brady  (holding  micrd6hbne),  a 
William  Carey  College  religion  major  from  Pearl  River,  La.,  introduces  herself  and  tell?  ftapac- 
ity  crowd  assembled  at  Gulfshore  Assembly  in  Pass  Christian  for  the  1998  Leadership  Training 
Conference  that  she  will  serve  the  Lord  this  summer  in  Nevada.  Looking  on  are  fellow’  summer 
missionaries  (from  left)  Kristy  Brashier  and  Janet  Broadbent.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 
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head  offers  review  of  China  situation 


By  Jerry  Rankin,  President 

International  Mission  Board 


sonnel  who  serve  under  the  CCC  as  non- 
missionaries,  but  call  those  who  perform 
exactly  the  same  tasks  under  other  entities 
missionaries?  Missionaries  are  not  allowed 
in  China,  but  isn't  it  obvious  that  no  for¬ 
eigner  could  gain  a  work  permit  for  China 
without  accountability  to  the  same  govern¬ 
ment  represented  by  the  CCC?  As  long  as 
the  China  government  requests  teachers, 
business  consultants  and  others  from 
abroad,  the  IMB  should  sponsor  and  sup¬ 
port  Christians  who  respond. 

.  We  are  not  maintaining  a  patronizing, 
neo-colonial  posture,  dictating  policy,  start- 
‘  '  L  '■  in  illegal  activ- 

leadership,  but 


Missionary 
Carter  dies  in 
Argentina 

BUENOS  AIRES,  Argentina 
(BP)  —  Marie  Blocher  Carter,  a 
Southern  Baptist  International 
Mission  Board  missionary  in 
Argentina,  died  March  23  in 
Buenos  Aires,  Argentina.  She 
was  59. 

Carter,  from  Lee's  Summit, 
Mo.,  became  ill  March  1 3  with 
flu-like  symptoms.  She  was 
admitted  to  British  Hospital  in 
Buenos  Aires  March  1 9  with  a 
lung  infection.  Doctors  later 
diagnosed  her  with  blood  poi¬ 
soning,  and  her  condition 
deteriorated  rapidly  despite 
treatment,  said  missionary 
Clayton  Rock,  strategy  coordi¬ 
nator  for  IMB  missionaries  in 
Argentina. 


As  we  move  toward  the  21st  century, 

God  is  swinging  open  doors  previously 
closed,  and  the  harvest  is  accelerating.  More 
than  ever,  God's  people  must  obey  the  Great 
Commission  in  discipline  the  nations. 

International  Mission  Board  (IMB) 
efforts  to  be  on  mission  with  God  during 
these  times  have  unfortunately  been  mis¬ 
represented  by  those  who  seek  to  inteipret 
a  strain  in  its  relationship  with  the  China 
Christian  Council  (CCC). 

The  IMB  hafs  always  worked  with  ing  churches,  and  engaging 
integrity  and  respected  the  leaders  of  the  ity  while  ignoring  Chinese 
China  Christian  Council.  Since  initiating  the  question  is,  "Which  leadership?" 
renewed  involvement  in  1985  in  China  by  Southern  Baptists  must  never  forget  that 
providing  teachers  and  funding  through  the  driving  force  of  missions  is  the  lostness 
the  Amity  Foundation,  the  IMB  has  of  a  world  without  Jesus  Christ  and  God's 
acknowledged  the  leadership  of  the  CCC.  desire  that  those  from  every  tribe  and  peo- 

We  deeply  respect  Bishop  Ting,  who  pie  and  tongue  and  nation  know  his  salva- 
served  until  recently  as  general  secretary.  We  tion  and  worshi] 
also  respect  his  successor,  Wenzao  Han,  and  vision  is  "to  lead : 
others  for  their  genuine  faith  and  devotion 
to  the  church  in  China.  We  take  no  issue  with 
their  motives  and  Christian  experience. 

The  IMB  never  adopted  an  official  poli¬ 
cy  to  work  exclusively  with  Amity  ana  the  China, 

CCC.  Reports  have  accused  former  IMB 
President  Keith  Parks,  and  Lewis  Myers, 
who  directed  Cooperative  Services 
International  and  was  in  charge  of  work  in 

China,  of  violating  agreements  with  the  defining  issue  in  our 
CCC  by  initiating  other  channels  of  work. 

The  IMB  has  always  sought  to  use  every 
legal  means  possible  in  its  strategy.  Even  faith  in  him  are  lost  and  will  si 
Wenzao  Han,  who  has  taken  a  hard  line 
toward  the  IMB,  at  one  time  said  Southern 
Baptists  were  very  large,  had  manv 
resources  and  would  not  be  limited  to  a  rel¬ 
atively  small  organization  such  as  Amity, 
the  foundation  set  up  by  the  CCC  to  utilize 
foreign  personnel  ana  resources.  Since 
1986  the  IMB  has  reported  that  it  was  spon¬ 
soring  other  personnel  to  work  with  other 
government  entities. 

Why  do  detractors  consider  IMB  per- 


him.  At  the  IMB 

luthem  Baptists  to  be  on  Rankin 

mission  with  God  to  bring  all  the  peoples  of 

the  world  to  saving  faith  in  Jesus  Christ."  China.  Documentation  indicates  it  is  at  its 

Foundational  to  our  strategy  is  to  ask,  highest  level  since  the  cultural  revolution 

"Where  is  God  at  work?"  With  reference  to  in  spite  of  a  profile  of  open  churches  and 
Is  God  at  work  only  through  the  rhetoric  of  government  representatives, 

open  churches,  or  is  he  also  at  work  in  the  Many  have  been  influenced  to  endorse  a 

massive  evangelistic  response  and  church  Constantinian,  state-controlled  church  that 
growth  that  is  exploding  all  over  China?  contradicts  all  we  proclaim  to  stand  for  as 
Our  relationship  with  the  CCC  is  not  the  Baptists. 

China  strategy.  What  happened  to  the  cherished  Baptist 

Jesus  Christ  is  God's  only  provision  for  principle  of  separation  of  church  and  state? 

salvation,  and  people  without  personal  Do  we  protest  infringement  of  our  own 

faith  in  him  are  lost  and  will  spend  etemi-  government's  policies  into  our  first- 

ty  in  hell.  Too  many  Southern  Baptists  have  amendment  rights  and  invoke  our  historic 

lost  their  sense  of  urgency,  so  they  advo-  fight  for  religious  freedom,  then  ignore 

cate  a  limited  role  in  missions  and  evange-  these  divinely  inherent  principles  in  China 

lism.  Are  we  committed  to  respect  and  because  its  society  is  not  free? 

abide  by  government  policies  in  our  work  Only  God,  who  is  sovereign  over  the 
in  130  countries  around  the  world?  Are  we  nations,  could  open  such  a  door  of  oppor- 
committed  to  cooperation  and  respect  of  tunity  as  we  see  now  in  China.  May 

Christian  leaders  wherever  God  gives  us  Southern  Baptists  not  be  deterred  but  be 

the  privilege  of  serving?  Absolutely,  but  faithful  and  obedient  to  the  Great 

not  if  it  compromises  our  calling.  Commission  task  to  which  he  has  called  us. 

Persecution  of  Christians  continues  in  not  only  in  China,  but  all  over  the  world. 


Justice  Scalia 
to  visit  MC 


Mississippi  College  (MC) 
will  host  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
justice  Antonin  Scalia  at  6  p.m. 
on  April  7  in  Swor  Auditorium 
on  the  school's  Clinton  cam¬ 
pus.  There  is  no  admission 
charge,  but  tickets  are  required 
for  admittance.  A  limited  num¬ 
ber  of  tickets  are  available  by 
calling  (601)  925-3248.  At 
Scalia's  request,  no  cameras  or 
recording  devices  will  be 
allowed  in  the  auditorium. 


from  150  in  1971  to  all  nations,  with  a  population  •  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
20,000  from  all  over  of  seven  million  people  on  an  Trustees:  Gene  Triggs  of 
'7^-  island  that  is  about  the  size  of  Madison,  retired  agricultural 

imitive-type  agricul-  the  state  of  Maryland.  *  chemicals  company  executive, 
'riment  station,  estab-  Ziler  said  that  about  15%  of  The  new  position  of  pro¬ 
s’'  the  Watsons,  is  the  population  on  the  island  is  gram  coordinator  was  estab- 
designed  to  teach  Baptist.  fished  and  retiring  missionary 

visitors  how  to  raise  One  of  the  projects  now  in  Harold  Watson  was  elected  to 
cows,  rabbits,  ducks,  operation  in  Haiti  is  •  tree  fill  that  position, 
gardens,  dairy  planting.  In  recent  years,  ten  Two  new  board  members 
goats,  fish,  bees,  and  million  trees  have  been  plant-  were  elected  to  three-year 
home  gardens.  ed  per  year,  while  over  thirty  terms.  They  are:  H.  Rouse 

The  program  million  trees  are  harvested  Caffey,  retired  chancellor, 
has  been  recog-  each  year.  Louisiana  State  University's 

ruzed  by  local  gov-  Another  project  in  which  experiment  stations;  and 
ernments  and  the  Ziler  participated  was  well  Wayne  Killebrew  of  Scooba, 
Ef®..  e.nt  digging.  Although  very  sue-  retired  vocational  agricultural 

Philippines.  .  cessful,  long  range  mainte-  teacher. 

In  addition  toThe  nance  and  operation  of  wells  Carl  Saveli,  pastor  of  host 
Watson,  who  dis-  creates  a  problem.  Highland  Colony  Church, 

cussed  agricultural  New  AMF  officers  elected  extended  a  welcome  and  led 
missions  past,  pre-  for  the  coming  year  include:  in  an  opening  devotional  and 

sent,  and  future,  •  President:  Frank  Prewitt,  prayer. 

agricultural  mis-  catfish  farmer  from  Belzoni.  A  noon  luncheon  was  also 

siorracy,  James  H.  •  Secretary:  Ed  Trott  of  held  at  the  church  in  connection 
Zilerv  who  has  Jackson,  retired  agricultural  with  the  fellowship  meeting. 
sperrtJibhe  last  four  missionary  from  Brazil.  The  next  meeting  of  the 

j.e  ,  and  •  Treasurer:  Carl  Prewitt,  organization  will  be  held  in 
of  Haiti,  displayed  former  missionary  in  the  the  summer,  tentatively  the 
photographs  and  Philippines  and  pastor  at  First  third  Friday  in  August  with 
discussed  the  eco-  Church,  Byram.  place  ana  time  to  be 

nomic  and  religious  •  Vice  president:  Richard  L.  announced. 


Amato  crusade  planned  for  Rankin  County 

DTI  A  KTTV/Mt  «  mm  .  ~  -  1  +  ■< 


BRANDON,  Miss.  (Special)  —  Brandon  attorney  Craig  Slay,  who  is 
Sponsors  say  Rankin  County  churches  co-chairing  the  crusade  along  .with 
are  crossing  racial  and  denominational  Jarvis  Ward  of  PearUonrwr  director  of 
lines  to  host  an  April  19-22  crusade  Mission  Mississippi  and^Rfiw  a  nahon- 
reatunng  Southern  Baptist  evangelist  al  facilitator  with  Minion  Aipefica. 

i  rm‘lL°  n3t  °rarJ5*on  ™gh  "I  didn't  realize  how  big  an  under- 
Scnool  football  stadium  in  Brandon.  taking  a  county  "  ’ 

-"Rick  has  a  message  from  God  that  be.  None  of  th 
tshmeTy,  and  he  has  the  God-given  without  God's 
ability  to  deliver  that  message  to  peo-  cooi 
pie  from  all  walks  of  life,"  said  local  churches,"  Slay  sai. 


Ward  echoed  Slay's  sentiments. 
The  focus  of  the  crusade  is  obvious- 
y  the  spreading  of  the  gospel,  but  a 
ipsitive  spin-off  we  want  to  see  is 


iitive  spin-off  we  want  to  see 
ion  America.  —  .future  cooperation  between  black 
„  >.  apd  white  churches.  We  are  trusting 

wide  crusade  would  God  to  bless  this  effort  in  both 
s  would  be  possible  respects." 

leadership  and  the  Slay  said  momentum  has  been 
ration  we  are  seeing  among  our  building  since  an  initial  January 

meeting  brought  together  such 
diverse  local  churches  and  religious 
organizations  as  Sweet  Rest  Church, 
Mount  Elam  Church,  McLaurin 
Heights  Church,  First  Church, 
Brandon,  Mount  Holum  Church, 
Grandview  Church,  Sweet  Home 
Church,  Wesley  Biblical  Seminary, 
and  several  others. 

Plans  are  being  made  to  tape  the 
crusade  for  Amato  to  use  on  his  VH- 
1  television  show  and  other  broad¬ 
casts  —  another  reason  planners  are 
urging  good  attendance. 

"We  would  like  to  see  every 
church  in  the  county  to  get 
involved,"  Slay  said. 

The  crusade  will  begin  each  night 
at  7  p.m.,  and  is  open  to  the  public. 
In  case  of  wet  weather,  the  crusade 
will  move  across  the  street  to  First 
Church,  Brandon. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Linda  Goodman  at  First  Church, 
Brandon.  Telephone:  (601)  825-4080 
or  (601)  825-6766. 


Salt  Lake  City 
messenger 
cards  now 
available 


Amato 


Feet'  to  spotlight  leaders 


Messenger  cards  for  the  1 998 
'  nnual  meeting  of  the  Southern 
aptist  Convention  June  9-11  in 
Salt  Lake  City  are  now  available 
through  the  executive  director's 
office  at  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB)  and 
at  associational  offices  around 
the  state. 

Messenger  cards  will  not  be 
mailed  to  all  churches,  but  only 
to  those  churches  requesting  the 
cards  for  members  who  plan  to 
attend  the  annual  meeting.  For 
more  information  and  to  request 
messengers  cards,  contact  the 
MBCB  executive  director's 
office  at  (601)  292-3201  or  toll- 
free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748- 
1651,  ext.  201. 


Theevent  will  featured  a  hosted  luncheon,  beautiful  gospel  music,  and  an 
outstanding  program.  A  framed  copy  of  the  Ten  Commandments  and  a 
parchment  Scroll  of  Commendation  will  be  presented  to  each  pastor  in  atten- 
dam»,"said  Ed  McAteer,  president  of  the  Religious  Roundtable  in  Memphis. 

Scheduled  on  the  program  to  speak  are: 

•  Tennessee  Governor  Don  Sundquist. 

•  Oklahoma  Congressman  Emest  lstook,  religious  freedom  advocate. 

•  Richard  Land,  executive  director  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  and 

Religious  Liberty  Commission  in  Nashville. 

•  Alveda  King,  niece  of  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  and  leader  of  "King  for 

America,"  a  moral  values  advocacy  group. 

•  Don  Wildmon,  president  of  the  American  Family  Association  in 

Tupelo. 

There  is  no  charge  for  the  event  but  reservations  are  extremely  impor¬ 
tant,  McAteer  said.  For  more  information  and  to  confirm  reservations,  con¬ 
tact  Macon  Road  Church  at  (901)  682-5420. 


Ward 


Festival  of  Flesh  yields  to  message  of  salvation 


By  Wally  Poor 

International  Mission  Board 


The  teams  made  gospel  presentations  "The  one  thing  that  was  a  very  p 

_  each  day  from  4  p.m.  until  as  late  as  3  a.m.  force  was  the  power  of  pod,"  he  sau 

They  ate,  slept,  and  prayed  in  local  church-  "Prayer  was  the  key  to  it  all.  Th 
came  es,  which  began  seeking  to  minister  during  sionary  teams  prayed.  The  Brazilians 
the  annual  orgy  five  years  ago.  selors  prayed.  God  protected.  God 

Tim  Kunkel,  an  IMB  missionary  in  and  moved,  and  lives  were  changed 
than  Uruguay,  met  and  witnessed  to  Milton  and 


SALVADOR,  Brazil  (BP)  —  They 
to  the  frenzy  called  "Camaval"  expecting 
to  forget  their  cares  and  worries  for  a  few 

alcohol-fogged  hours.  Instead,  more  I'  _ 

1,000  fountijesus  Christ.  Lia,  a  couple  who  drove  about  3,000  miles  1 

Some  300  Brazilian  Baptists,  Inter-  from  Brazil's  southernmost  state  to  take 
national  Mission  Board  (IMB)  missionaries  part  in  Camaval.  - v  f  | 

and  Southern  Baptist  volunteers  pro-  Milton  drove  what  called  a  "trio-elec- 

claimed  the  gospel  among  the  estimated  2  an  18-wheeler  filled  with  sound  E| 

million  rec  elers  swirling  through  the  streets  equipment  whose  huge  loud- 

Salvador,  a  sneakers.  A  band  on  ^ 

Camaval,  which  literally  means  "festi-  the  trailer  roof.  "When  it  goes  by,  the  force  ^ 

val  of  the  flesh,"  annually  draws  millions  of  the  blast  literally  almost  knocks  you  off 
of  visitors  and  tourists  to  Brazilian  cities  your  feet,"  Kunkel  said. 

for  raucous  street  parties  that  dwarf  the  Lia  was  attracted  to  the  paint  talk  pre-  \  ,  | 

merrymaking  of  New  Orleans' Mardi  Gras,  sentation.  "She  prayed  with  me,  asking  ,  ‘  | 

Participants  set  off  thousands  of  firecrack-  Jesus  into  her  life,"  Kunkel  said.  "She  left  ‘  * 

ers  welcoming  the  "gods"  to  the  festivities,  with  joy  in  her  heart  and  an  expression  of  v  iiiMi  I 

Workers  presented  the  gospel  at  five  joy  on  ner  face."  \ 

"paint  talk  stations"  located  strategically  After  accepting  Christ,  Lia  awakened 

around  the  party  area.  Others  shared  their  her  husband,  who  had  been  driving  the  v 

faith  one-to-one,  showed  evangelistic  films,  sound  truck  all  night.  He  also  accepted  > 

staged  gospel  dramas,  and  explained  the  Christ. 

fospel  to  partygoers  using  beaded  "power  Decisions  made  during  the  week  were  .  fcg — jc  ,  d 

raceletsc  More  than  130,000  evangelistic  registered  on  a  network  of  computers.  Vf-A 

tracts  were  distributed  during  the  week.  Letters  were  sent  to  new  converts  and  V  .w  ! 

A  total  of  1,059  decisions  were  regis-  churches  in  their  neighborhoods.  More 
tered,  according  to  Wade  Akins,  the  IMB  than  200  Brazilian  youth  were  trained  to  -VF  '?f  ,  'M^Tj 

missionary  who  trained  missionaries  and  follow  up  on  the  decisions.  .  m  f 

Brazilians  to  do  the  "paint  talks,"  which  Not  surprisingly,  workers  participating  in  WtM 

use  fluorescent  paints  and  black  lights  in  the  effort  met  opposition  and  neckling.  Some 
illustrated  gospel  presentations.  rocks  were  thrown.  An  egg  thrown  from  the 

The  paint  talks  touched  lives  in  the  most  crowd  hit  one  young  person.  A  drunken  man  WN  c  Kgm  I 

unexpected  ways,  said  Robin  Hadaway,  who  punched  a  volunteer  in  the  chest.  F,  -l  8 

directs  IMB  work  in  eastern  South  America.  "Preach  during  Camaval?  That's  ludi-  I'm  1 

"The  people  who  stopped  were  mostly  crous,"  one  woman  told  an  arriving  mis-  TAKING  IT  TO  THE  STREETS  —  Marcia  Ellis  (left),  Southern 
burly,  hardened  men  in  tneir  20s  and  30s,  sionary.  "No  one  will  listen  to  you!"  Baptist  missionary  in  Brazil,  shares  a  gospel  witness  with  a  mem- 

the  kind  of  people  who  never  go  to  church,"  "I'a  never  done  this  before,  preach  on  ber  bf  the  Sons  of  Gandhi,  a  Brazilian  cult  named  after  the  famous 
he  said.  "As  I  was  preaching,  I  thought,  the  streets  anywhere,  but  particularly  dur-  Indian  holy  man  that  promotes  peace  while  dabbling  in  spiritism 
'These  guys  will  never  believe.  But  many  of  ing  Camaval,  where  every  form  of  evil  was  and  voodoo.  Ellis  and  the  unidentified  man  met  during  the  annu- 
them  raised  their  hands  and  trusted  Christ,  present  and  active,"  said  Joey  McNeill,  al  "Camaval"  (Festival  of  Flesh)  in  Salvador,  Brazil.  (BP  photo  by 
I  had  never  seen  anything  like  it."  iMB  missionary  to  Brazil.  .  Leopoldo  Ferreira  Santos) 
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Staff  Changes 


Revival  Dates 


second  in  the  nation  in 
the  varsity  division. 
The  WCC  squad,  con¬ 
sisting  of  six  two-per¬ 
son  teams,  placed 
eighth  overall  at  the 
National 
Parliamentary  Debate 
Association  national 
tournament  held  in 
Lubbock,  Texas. 


Robert  Lee  Plemmons,  III  of  Hernando,  a  senior  at  Mississippi 
College  (MC),  is  the  recipient  of  the  sixth  annual  Byrd  Memorial 
Preaching  Award.  The  award  memorializes  David  Q.  Byrd  Sr.  and 
Maude  Byrd,  as  well  as  their  son  William  Ashford  Byrd  and 
grandson  Hal  Newton  Byrd.  Members  of  the  Byrd  family  have 
been  staunch  supporters  of  MC  since  first  moving  to  the  Clinton 
area  in  1930.  The  recipient  is  chosen  on  the  basis  of  Biblical  and 
theological  insight,  creativity,  structure,  and  style.  Plemmons  is 
the  son  of  Robert  Lee  Jr.  and  Debra  Plemmons,  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Christine  and  Harrell  N.  Byrd,  Plemmons,  and  James  D.  and 
Rosie  Byrd. 


William  Carey  College  Speech  and  Debate  Team  (Forensics)  placed  first  April  6-May  4  Forreg- 
overall  at  the  Pi  Kappa  Delta  Province  Tournament  held  recently  on  campus.  Nation  information 
The  Crusader  Team  also  placed  first  in  individual  events  sweepstakes  and  first  call  (601)  925-3301 
in  debate  sweepstakes.  '  1 

The  Speech  and  Debate  Team  are  (kneeling  from  left)  Tom  Huebner,  director  Mozart 
of  forensics,  and  John  Miller,  assistant  coach;  (first  row  standing  from  left)  "Requiem"  will  be 
Debbie  Clark  of  Hattiesburg,  Emmanueal  Buckley  of  Hattiesburg,  Bree  Houser  presented  by  the 
of  Naples,  Fla.,  and  Mandy  Trammell,  Florence;  (second  row)  Roger  Lott  of  Mississippi  College 
Seminary,  Jason  Ruiz  of  Gulfport,  and  Laura  Lindsey  of  Pensacola,  Fla.;  (third  Concert  Chorale  and 
row)  Josh  Hewitt  of  Tupelo,  Danny  Panter  of  Florence,  Nakia  Whitehead  of  Hinds  Community 
Picayune,  Jon  Celoria  of  Smithdale,  Brian  Lucas  of  Petal;  and  Candace  Sanders  College  Choir  on 
of  Petal.  Not  pictured  is  Melanie  Grimes  of  Hattiesburg.  April  7  at  815  p  m  in 

Celoria  and  Sanders  will  have  their  persuasive  speeches  published  in  the  Swor  Auditorium  on 
Interstate  Oratorical  Association  (IOA)  book,  "Winning  Orations  1997."  The  the  Mississippi 
IOA  is  an  organization  that  has  recognized  the  top  two  intercollegiate  ora-  College  campus  The 
tors  in  every  state  since  1873.  .  doors  will  opbn  at  7:45 

William  Carey  College  p.m.  The  Concert  Chorale  is 
(WCC)  Debate  Team  of  Danny  under  the  direction  of  James 
Panter,  Hattiesburg,  and  Mandy  Richard  Joiner,  chairman  of  the 
,  T  Trammel,  Florence,  has  won  the  Mississippi  College  Music 

Historical  national  championship  in  novice  Department,  while  the  Hinds 

parliamentary  debate.  The  WCC  Community  College  Choir  is 
team  of  Roger  Lott,  Seminary,  under  the  direction  of  Terry 

commission  and  Brian  Lucas,  Petal,  placed  Fletcher. 


North  McComb  Church,  His  previous  place  of  service 
McComb,  has  called  John  H.  was  New  Roads  Church,  New 
Bley  (Johnny)  as  pastor  effec-  Roads,  La. 
tive  March  23.  A  native  of 
Demopolis,  Ala.,  Bley  received 
his  education  at  Livingston 
University,  Livingston,  Ala., 
and  New  Orleans  Seminary. 


Sebastopol 

Church,  I 

Sebastopol,  1 

has  called  1 

Brent  Madden  I  ^  | 

as  part-time  I  I 

youth  director  I  I 

effectivel  Sfi  | 

Feb.  11.  David 
E.  Sartin  is 
-Fri.,  7  Convention  Board,  evangelist;  pastor. 

,  evan-  Reuben  McDowell,  Columbia, 

Laurel,  music;  Brent  Bozeman,  pastor.  Main  Street  Church, 
Laurel,  Hattiesburg,  has  called 

Macedonia,  Louisville:  Shannon  Slover  as  minister  of 
April  8-10;  7  p.m.;  revival  team  youth  effective  March  1.  Slover 
>ril  3-5;  will  be  Ron  and  Jeanette  Davis,  previously  served  as  minister 
unday,  Laramie,  Wyo.;  Arnold  Davis  to  students  at  First  Church, 
Sonny  Sr.  is  pastor.  Amory. 


William  Carey  College  student  Todd  Cole  from  Fort  Walton 
Beach,  Fla.,  was  awarded  the  J.D.  Lundy  Memorial  Scholarship 
recently.  Joseph  Denver  Lundy  surrendered  to  preach  over  50  years 
ago.  He  pastored  churches  in  Mississippi  and  served  as  chaplain  at 
Parchman  and  associational  missionary  for  Leflore,  Holmes,  and 
Sunflower  counties.  Lundy  served  as  education  director  at  Calvary 
Church,  Greenville,  until  his  retirement  in  1994.  Pictured  with  Cole 
is  Larry  Kennedy,  interim  president  of  WCC. 
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Northmest  Alabama  Anniversary 

Outdoor  Civil  War  Drama 
Coca-Cola  Concert  Series 
RwerSoat  Rides 
Indoor  M  iisic  Theater 
Miniature  Golf 
Restaurant  • Gift  Shop 
(205)  489-5000 

7  ndU*  curt  ef  DauWe  Spring*  and  ag  mile*  rut  of  CmUmmi 
US  Hifdnemp  ,7g 


Church  Buses 

•  We  buy  used  buses 

•  Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 

1-(800)-370-6180 
1  -(61 5)-376-2287 

www.carpentertxis.com 

Since  1953 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doors, 
theater  seats. 


Vanwinkle 
Church 
Furnishings  & 

Few  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton.  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


New  and  Used  Buses  in  stock 
Available  in  12  to  43  passenger 
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SBC  TO  STAY  IN  NAME 
Editor: 

This  June  messengers  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
annual  meeting  will  consider  a 
proposal  that  the  name  of  The 
Sunday  School  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
be  changed  to  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

We  are  proposing  this  name 
because  it  better  reflects  the 
diversity  of  our  ministries.  The 
Sunday  School  Board  was 
established  and  appropriately 
named  in  1891  to  reflect  its  one 
assignment,  publishing  Sunday 
School  literature.  Through 
these  107  years,  our  ministries 
have  expanded  dramatically. 

While  response  of  Southern 
Baptists  to  our  proposal  has 
been  overwhelmingly  positive, 
the  one  question  I've  been  asked 
most  often  is,  "Why  are  you  tak¬ 
ing  Baptist  out  of  the  name?" 
We  want  everyone  to  know  that 
we  are  not.  Our  official  name  is 
"The  Sunday  School  Board  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion."  Our  new  name,  if  ap¬ 
proved,  will  be  "LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention." 
Other  SBC  entities  use  this  same 
descriptive  phrase  to  clearly 
identity  them  as  a  part  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

We  feel  this  new  name  best 
reflects  who  we  are  and  encom¬ 
passes  our  expanding  min¬ 
istries.  We  ask  for  affirmation  of 
messengers  to  move  forward 
with  a  new  name,  and  we  value 
the  support  of  all  Southern 
Baptists  as  we  continue  to  be 


about  our  Father's  work  — 
reaching  people  for  Christ,  help¬ 
ing  them  grow  in  their  faith  and 
challenging  them  to  use  their 
gifts  and  skills  to  reach  others. 
James  T.  Draper,  Jr.,  president 
The  Sunday  School  Board 
Nashville,  Term. 

TIME  TO  BE  ALARMED 

Editor: 

Tliis  old  86-year-old  layman  is 
not  an  alarmist,  pessimist,  or  a 
critic,  but  when  we  study  God's% 
Holy  Word  and  realize  the 
onslaught  of  evil  that  is  so  preva¬ 
lent  in  eveiy  area  of  our  society  it 
is  time  we  become  alarmed 
We  have  become  alarmed 
that  we  never  hear  warnings 
coming  from  our  pulpits.  We 
suppose  that  our  pastors  are 
leaving  dealing  with  the  hor¬ 
rors  we  see,  read,  and  hear  to 
our  elected  authorities.  In  many 
cases  our  authorities  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  deal  with  these  prob¬ 
lems  because  they  are  legal. 

Preach  to  the  problem,  pas¬ 
tors.  Warn  them  before  it  is  ever¬ 
lasting  too  late.  We  read  a  lot 
today  about  El  Nino.  One  day 
out  mere  if  there  are  not  more 
warnings  we  could  be  heading 
toward  a  human  El  Nino  right 
here  in  this  Bible  belt. 

It  wasSpeported  that  a  passen- 

fer  train  was  running  toward 
lew  York.  There  was  a  head-on 
collision  and  fifty  people  were 
killed.  One  of  the  engineers  was 
pinned  under  his  engine.  Blood 
pouring  from  his  nose  and 
mouth,  he  handed  over  a  piece 
of  yellow  paper  and  said, 'Take 
this.  It  will  show  that  I  was 


given  the  wrong  orders." 

Unless  the  full  counsel  of  God 
is  preached  to  warn  his  people, 
they  are  getting  wrong  orders. 
Tom  Walden 
Jackson 


TURN  TO  THE  LORD 

Editor: 

I  have  been  a  Baptist  church 
member  for  over  42  years.  I 
find  that  the  believers  are  not 
standing  for  Jesus  as  we 
should.  This  is  a  way  to  grow  in 
Christ.  John  3:16  teaches  that 
Christ  made  the  way  for  us. 
When  a  person  comes  to  Christ 
he  doesn't  understand  the  way 
to  Christian  life,  you  become 
the  baby  in  Christ  (1  Peter  2:2, 
James  4:6-8).  We  must  be  will¬ 
ing  to  live  for  Christ  as  best  we 
can  (2  Cor.  8:11-12).  People  look 
at  Christians  as  we  should  not 
make  mistakes  but  we  all  do. 

Christians  should  be  trying  to 
live  for  Christ.  The  life  we  live  is 
the  willingness  we  give.  Saved 
by  Grace.  Grace  is  the  power  of 
God  to  help  us  (John  1:12-13, 
Hebrews  4:16,  and  Acts  26:18). 

Believers  are  his  workman  (2 
Tim.  14-16).  We  can't  earn  salva¬ 
tion,  it  is  the  gift  of  God  (Eph.  2- 
8).  We  must  be  willing  to  follow 
Christ  (Luke  9:23).  m  this  life 
we  may  lose  the  battle  but  win 
the  victory. 

The  Lord  knows  the  ones 
that  try.  To  be  a  Christian  we 
must  turn  from  all  sins  by  the 
Power  of  God  (Romans  1:24-32 
and  Galatians  5:18-26). 

People  can  turn  to  the  Lord 
by  believing  in  Jesus  Christ 
(John  3:16). 


Bobby  Douglas 

First  Baptist  Church 
Columbus 


Vic  Bo 

Star  Baptist  Church 


star  oaptisr  c.nurcn 

Temple  Baptist  Church  || 


Pre-register  by  calling:  ■  HATTIFSmiRC 

(601)  992-3768  \  ^  ■  HATTIESBURG 

or  online  at  APRIL  30 

9  AM.  TO  3:30  PM. 

Join  Fellow  Ministers  Commuted  to  Koinonla 

Covenant  Ministerial  Fellowshi] 

P.  O.  Box  5301  Brandon,  MS  39047 


Not  only  believing  (John 
3:18,  John  d:l-5,  1  Peter  3:21, 
and  Romans  8:24). 

I  believe  if  we  would  teach 
and  stand  on  the  Word  of  God 
we  could  see  a  change. 

We  all  make  mistakes  in  life 
and  we  can  repent  (Luke  13:3-5 
and  Rev.  3:15-16, 19). 

Charles  Martin 
Bates  ville 


SURVEY  HELP  NEEDED 

Editor: 

Please  use  this  letter  to  help 
us  get  the  information  out 
regarding  a  survey  we  are 
domg  through  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Secretaries  Association. 

Our  annual  state  conference 
comes  up  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  April  13-14  at  Camp 
Garaywa,  Clinton. 

This  meeting  will  bring 
together  church,  association, 
agency  secretaries,  and  others 
from  throughout  the  state. 

Our  officers  would  like  to 
compile  a  list  of  the  longest- 
tenured  secretaries  in  the 
churches,  agencies,  and  associ¬ 
ations  of  our  state. 

If  there  is  a  secretary  in  your 
church  or  church-related  office 
who  has  served  40  years  or 
longer,  we  would  like  to  have 
her  name,  address,  and  years  of 
service. 

We  ask  that  these  be  years  of 
consecutive  service  in  a  full¬ 
time,  paid  position. 

Send  your  information  to  me 
at  Church  Administration- 
Pastoral  Ministries  Depart¬ 
ment,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  or 
to  Linda  Jenkins,  c/o  First 
Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  780, 
Yazoo  City,  MS  39194-0780, 
before  April  8. 

Anne  Martin 

Jackson 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop-, 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


|  c;  T,  o  r  i  re  rr  a.  | 


1998  National  Sunday  School  Leadership  Training  Events 
•  ••••••  •Convenient  Schedules*  ••••••• 

Friday-Monday:  Begins  with  Friday  dinner  and  goes  through  Monday  breakfast. 
Monday-Friday:  Begins  with  Monday  dinner  and  goes  through  Friday  breakfast. 

Benefits 

Quality  training  for  every  Sunday  School  leadership  position;  Compact  schedules; 
Special  conferences  for  pastors,  ministers  of  education,  Sunday  School  directors,  and 
general  outreach  directors;  Renewed  emphasis  on  evangelism  through  the  Sunday 
School;  Introduction  to  a  new  evangelism  training  system;  Preschool  care  provided; 
Day  Camp,  SummerTrek,  and  Y.U.C.  for  children  grades  1-6;  Impact  for  youth 


I*astors/I?i  bit*  Teacher 


EVENT  1  EVENTS  2  &  3  EVENT  4 
June  12-16  June  15-19  and  June  22-26 

Don  Guthrie  June  19-22  D.L.  Lowrie 

First  Baptist  Church  Sal  Sbema  First  Baptist  Churc, 

San  Antonio,  TX  Metropolitan  Lubbock,  TX 

Baptist  Church 
Houston,  TX 

4  Smaller  membership  church  track  Events  3  &  4 

♦  Special  education  lab  school  Events  1  &  2 

♦  Special  education  leadership  training  Events  1, 2, 3  &  4 

Guest  faculty  at  each  event: 

Bobby  Welch,  Pastor,  FBC,  Daytona  Beach,  FL  describing  how  to  do  effec¬ 
tive  evangelism  through  the  Sunday  School  and  introducing  FAITH. 


EVENT  4 

June  22-26 

D.L.  Lowrie 
First  Baptist  Church 
Lubbock,  TX 


1 
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Sponsored  by  the  Bible  Teaching- Reaching  Division,  the  Sunday  School  Board  of  the  SBC. 


-The  Baptist  Record 


A  group  from  First  Church, 
Clinton,  (pictured  above  at 
Clay  Street  Mission, 
Greenville)  traveled  to  Yazoo 
City,  Greenville,  and  Tchula,  to 
visit  mission  points.  Donated 
clothing,  household  goods, 
food,  school  supplies  as  well 
as  several  computers  and  sets 
of  encyclopedias  were  given  to 
the  missions.  Anne  Martin  was 
coordinator  for  the  trip. 


Heaven's  Gates  and  Hell's 
Flames  will  be  presented  at 
Friendship  Church,  Grenada, 
April  12-15,  at  7  p.m.  each 
evening.  For  more  information 
and  directions  call  (601)  226- 
4658,  Mon.-Fri.,  9  a.m.-3  p.m. 
Guy  A.  Hughes  is  pastor. 


Fellowship  is  seeking 


Bap 

to  fill 


the 


Sylvarena  Church,  Wesson, 
will  present  its  Easter  music, 
"A  Time  to  Remember,"  on 
April  10  at  7  p.m.,  and  April  12 
at  7  a.m.  The  speaker  will  be 
Matt  Buckles.  Special  music 
will  be  by  Tommy  Hall,  Bonnie 
Causey,  Missy  Williams,  and 
the  church  choir. 


Baptist  Women  Pattie  Dent  (left)  and  Mera  Hall  (center)  are  pic¬ 
tured  with  John  Young  (right),  pastor  of  Clay  Street  Mission  in 
Greenville.  The  ladies  were  part  of  a  group  from  First  Church,  Clinton, 
which  brought  many  boxes  of  requested  items  for  the  mission. 

The  Sky  Family  will  share  love  offering  will  be  received. 
Christ-centered  mountain  For  more  information  call  the 
music  at  Robinhood  Church,  church  at  (601)  825  0975.  Don 
Brandon,  on  April  5  at  6  p.m.  A  G.  Nerren  is  pastor. 


Names  in  the  News 


Davey  Ladner  was  ordained 
to  the  ministry  on  March  22  at 
Woolmarket  Church,  Biloxi.  He 
is  currently  serving  as  youth 
minister  at  Big  Level  Church, 
Wiggins.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Paul  Crowley,  pastor  of 
Woolmarket  Church;  Teresa  and 
Davey  Ladner;  and  David  Perry, 
pastor  of  Big  Level  Church. 


Hazel  Jackson  Morton,  87, 

died  of  heart  failure  in 
Clinton  on  March  18.  She  was 
the  widow  of  Melva  D. 
Morton,  former  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Crystal  Springs,  from 
1947-1954.  Morton  was  a 
graduate  of  Hillman  College. 
She  is  survived  by  two 
daughters,  Marilyn  Joiner  of 
Clinton  and  Dorothy  Ann 


Beatty  of  Micco,  Fla.;  four 
grandchildren;  five  great¬ 
grandchildren;  and  one  sister, 
Sadie  Sparacello  of  New 
Orleans.  A  memorial  service 
will  be  held  at  Northminster 
Church  on  April  4  at  10  a.m. 

Simeon  May  has  been 
elected  to  the 
office  of 
executive 
director  of 
The  National 
Association 
of  Church 
Business 
Administra¬ 
tion.  (NACBA). 

He  will  be 
resigning  as 
minister  of 

business  administration  for 
First  Church,  Richardson, 
Texas,  after  15  years  in  this 
position.  May  will  begin  his 
duties  with  NACBA  on  May  1. 
May,  son  of  long-time 
Mississippi  pastor,  the  late 
Vernon  May,  grew  up  in 
Louisville.  He  is  a  graduate  of 


May 


Baylor  University  and  earned 
his  certification  as  a  Fellow  in 
Church  Business 

Administration  from  NACBA 
in  1991.  NACBA  is  a  1,700 
member  ecumenical  organiza¬ 
tion  of  professional  church 
business  managers  from  40 
denominations  throughout 
the  United  States  and  Canada. 
May  is  succeeding  Marvin 
Myers,  who  is  retiring  after  17 
years  of  director  of  NACBA. 
Myers  is  also  a  former 
Mississippian  and  a  graduate 
of  Mississippi  College. 

Ludie  Powell  and  Mildred 
Dyess  were  honored  recently 
at  Sand  Hill  i 
Church, 

Jones  County. 

Powell,  96,  a 
charter  mem¬ 
ber  of  Sand 
Hill  Church 
in  1938,  was 
awarded  the 
Distinguish¬ 
ed  Lottie 
Moon  Award. 


'She  has  served  for 
capacities 


many  ye 
.  Her  de 


/ears 

in  many  capacities,  tier  devo¬ 
tion  to  Baptist  Women  of  WMU 
has  been  notable,"  said  Theresa 
Blackledge,  church  clerk. 
Dyess  was 
also  given  the 
Distinguish¬ 
ed  Lottie 
Moon  Award. 

Her  many 
years  of  ser¬ 
vice  in  her 
church  and  to 
Baptist 
Women  of 
WMU  was 
celebrated  by 
a  plaque  from 
organization. 


Dyess 

the  church's 


Powell 


Our  company  proudly  retains  the 
name  of  our  founder,  LL  Sams,  a 
Southern  Baptist  pastor. 


L.L. 


INC. 


It  has  been  our 
privilege  to 
serve  Southern 
Baptists  since 
1898. 


•  stained  glass  •  carpet  • 

•  pews  •  pulpit  furniture  • 

•  educational  furniture  • 

■  painting  •  more  than  290  complete 
CHURCH  RENOVATIONS 

FREE  BROCHURES 

1-800-537-4723 

P.  O.  Box  1430.  Waco.  TX  76703 


ium.  Cash  with  order 
I  ads.  Only  written  ads 


Include  name, 

'i  «fe:.  ijSSfei 


PULPIT  &  2  CHAIRS,  $400,  Hammond 
M-101  Organ,  $800.  Goodwater  Baptist 
Church,  Magee,  MS  (601)  849-2283. 
R&D  SOUND:  New  and  used  sound 
and  lighting  equipment.  Installation 

and  repair.  1-800-840-4090. _ 

CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories,  pul¬ 
pit/  judicial  robes,  paraments.  MUR¬ 
PHY  ROBES/Mac’s  Robes,  Charles 
McGlocklin,  Authorized  Dealer. 
Statewide  1 -800-898-MACS. 

CALL  CENTER  MANAGER  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board.  Every  month 
the  Call  Center  of  the  Sunday 
School  Board  in  Nashville  handles 
over  50K  phone  calls,  5K  mailed-in 
subscriptions,  etc.,  utilizing  115 
CSRs.  We  want  to  locate  an  indi¬ 
vidual  who  is  as  committed  to 
Baptist  Life  as  they  are  competent 
and  credentialed  in  Call  Center 
management,  7+  years  experience 
in  a  customer  service  unit  with 


cross  selling  and  high  customer  sat¬ 
isfaction  ratings.  Management  skills 
need  to  be  task  driven  mellowed  by 
a  sensitivity  to  people.  Discipline, 
motivation  and  encouragement  are 
desirable  characteristics.  Please 
contact  Ruth  Ann  Lilly  at  The 
Cedarwood  Group.  Phone  (719) 
531-5888,  Fax  (719)  531-6931, 
Email:  cedarwood  ©earthlink.net 
SAXOPHONE  LESSONS:  Beginners 
and  up.  Metro  lackson  area  teacher. 
$10  for  30  min.;  $18  an  hour.  Call 
Rick  Sills,  601-924-2096. 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 
steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  ALA. 

1-800-830-0583.  _ 

PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private 
and  church  groups.  From  $59.95  per 
day/  limited  free  miles/7  to  15-seat. 
Occasionally  for  sale:  quality  used 
vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  lackson 
(601)  948-3391.  Since  1965. 


GOSPEL  PIANO  CASSETTES/CDS! 

Instrumental  favorites!  Perker- 
uppers!  Free  brochure!  Send  stamped 
envelope:  Jacky  Campbell,  11 
Clifford  Road,  Natchez,  MS  39120. 
GLORIETA  CONFERENCE  CENTER.  Stay 
with  family:  spring,  summer,  fall,  or  win¬ 
ter.  Call,  1-800-797-4222  to  make  reser¬ 
vations  or  for  information. 

NOTCH  ESTATES-BRANSON, 
MO.  Condo  near  Silver  Dollar  City. 
2BR,  2BA,  sleeps  6.  Stay  3  nights, 
4th  free;  or  4  nights,  5th  free.  Free 
continental  breakfast.  $105  daily. 
All  visitors  eligible  for  drawing  to 
receive  free  4  day  return  trip.  Call 

(601 )  746-4632.  _ 

YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Paintball-games! 
Other  functions!  Curry  Creek 

Outdoors.  (601)  722-9000.  _ 

CUSTOM  STAINED  &LASS  windows 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Glassworks,  Inc.  1-800-605-2970. 


Did  someone  say, 
“Mountain  Top 
Experience?” 


GLORIETA™ 

CONFERENCE  CENTER 


Come  join  us  this 
summer  at  Glorieta  for 
a  Summer  Conference 
and  Have  a  Mountain 
Top  Experience! 

Call,  1-500-797-4222 
for  reservations 


The  Baptist  Record- 
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press'  prohibition  on  the  partial-birth  abor 
it  would  harm  their  efforts. 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or  Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  Intensive  Care, 

Surgery,  Ambulance.  Call  today  for  free  information: 

Many  Pre-Existing  Health  Conditions  acceptable —  r  r?  u  4.4.  t 

High  blood  pressure,  Diabetes,  Heart  conditions,  etc.  rlUtlOn  insurance 

(Excellent  Rates  on  ages  50+) 

□  Medicare  Supplement  po  box  5127,  Brandon,  ms  39047 

Ages  65  and  over.  No  waiting  periods.  • 

:  . ;  1-800-463-4348 


Ages  65  and  over.  No  waiting  periods. 

Low  Rates! 

Prescription  Savers  Plan:  Save  up  to  50% 
on  prescription 


drugs! 


□  Medicare  Supplement  under 
age  65 


The  Baitist  Record 


AMES  IN  THE  NEWS 


David  Champagne  was  licensed  to  the  ministry  by  Pleasant  Hill 
Church,  Lincoln  County,  on  Feb.  22.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Florida  State 
University  and  the  Mississippi  College  School  of  Nursing  and  plans  to 
enter  New  Orleans  Seminary  in  the  summer.  He  is  employed  as  a  reg¬ 
istered  nurse  with  the  Southwest  Mississippi  Regional  Hospital  Home 
Health.  On  June  19  he  will  join  about  50  others  in  a  medical  mission  to 
Romania.  Pictured  with  Champagne  is  Floyd  F.  Higginbotham,  pastor. 


Baptist  Memorial  Health 
Care  Corporation  (BMHCC), 

Memphis, _ 

has  named 
Bill  Poston, 

M.D.,  to  the 
position  of 
vice  presi¬ 
dent  of 

Clinical 
Integration 
and  Quality 
for  the 

Memphis  met-  Poston 

ropolitan  area 

which  includes  BMH-Medical 


In  r|Ump» 

Me  Event  Games 


Velcro  Wall 
Buncee  Run 
Sumo 

Human  Bowling 
Dunking  Booth 
Giant  Twister 


Bouncy  Boxing 
Glaidiator  Joust 
Obstacle  Challenge 
Space  Jumps 
Balloon  Typhoons 

AND  MOREl! 


Call  for  free full-color  brochure 
Lowest  prices  m  the  nation! 
Hattiesburg,  MS 

(601)  582-4FUN 


Center,  BMH-East,  and  BMH- 
DeSoto.  BMHCC  has 
announced  two  administrative 

firomotions,  effective  March  10. 
erry  Brantley,  former  adminis¬ 
trator  for  BMHCC,  has  been 
promoted  to  senior  administra¬ 
tor  for  BMHCC-Metro 
Memphis.  Jim  Ainsworth,  for¬ 
mer  administrator.  Clinical 
Services,  replaces  Brantley  and 
has  been  named  administrator 
for  the  Medical  Center.  Both 
Brantley  and  Ainsworth  began 
their  careers  at  Baptist  as  staff 
pharmacists.  Ainsworth  was 
recently  awarded  University  of 
Mississippi's  Distinguished 
Alumnus  Award.  Since  gradu¬ 
ating  from  University  of 
Mississippi  in  1967,  Ainsworth 
has  continued  to  work  closely 
with  the  University.  For  several 
years,  he  has  not  only  served 
on  the  advisory  board  for  the 
College  of  Pharmacy,  but  has 
also  worked  as  a  faculty  mem¬ 
ber.  Baptist  Memorial  Hospital 
is  a  teaching  site  for  University 
of  Mississippi  College  of 
Pharmacy. 
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IT  COULD  BE  PRICELESS. 


Every  Southern  Baptist  church  is  different  —  including 
yours.  The  only  way  to  truly  know  if  you’re  getting  the 
best  insurance  value  is  an  on-site  analysis  by  someone 
specializing  in  church  Insurance.  Church  Mutual  has 
specialized  in  insunng  churches  for  over  100  years. 

Today,  we  protect  more  churches  than  any  other 
insurance  company  in  America.  And  we  offer  an 
on-site  insurance  analysis  of  your  church  absolutely 
free.  Find  out  if  you’re  getting  the  best  .  I.  1 

insurance  for  your  money. 

Call  Church  Mutual:  The  Specialist*  MutUdlj  | 

800-554-2642  • "  . 

0 1998  Owen  Mutual  Insurance  Company 


Robbie  Armstrong  was  licensed  to  the  ministry  on  Sept.  7  by 
Broadmoor  Church,  ackson.  Armstrong  is  currently  a  sophomore  at 
Mississippi  College.  He  is  the  son  of  Bobby  and  Rhonda  Armstrong 
of  Brandon.  Pictured  with  Armstrong  (left)  is  Jim  Futral,  pastor. 


S.  C.  Graves  was  recently 

honored  at _ _ 

Sand  Hill 
Church, 

Jones  County, 
at  a  service 
designated  as 
"S.C  Graves 
Day."  He  was 
honored  for 
his  30  years 
of  service  as  a 
deacon.  Graves 

Graves  was 

presented  a  plaque  and  desig¬ 
nated  as  "deacon  emeritus." 

Oak  Grove  Church,  Lake, 
recently  held  a  program  on 
"Starting  Something  New" 


with  emphasis  on  North 
American  Missions.  The 
church  collected  an  offering  of 
$1,571  designated  to  North 
American  Missions  for  Annie 
Armstrong  Offering. 


.!  ■  Homecomings 


Calvary,  Durant:  April  5; 

Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m.;  lunch  served  in 
fellowship  hall  following  morn¬ 
ing  service;  afternoon  singing 
featuring  The  Revelation 
Quartet  from  Jackson;  Cecil 
Mulloy,  former  pastor  of 
Eastside  Mission,  guest  speak¬ 
er;  Willie  Bishop,  pastor. 


Supreme  Court  declines  review 
of  late-term  abortion  law  ruling 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  — -  The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  has  refused 


The  high  court  announced  March  23  that  it  would  not  hear  an 
appeal  of  a  case  in  which  a  1995  Ohio  law  banning  some  abor¬ 
tions  after  fetal  viability  was  overturned  by  a  federal  court.  The 
Sixth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  upheld  the  lower  court  ruling. 

"We  continue  to  hope  that  tne  Supreme  Court  would  com¬ 
pletely  reverse  Roe  v.  Wade,  but  they  do  not  have  to  reverse  Roe 
m  order  to  find  that  the  ban  on  partial-birth  abortions  is  consti¬ 
tutional,"  said  Will  Dodson,  director  of  public  policy  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty  Commission. 


Z.  Jesus  Christ 

«*>  / 

of  Jour ‘Presence  im 
in  ‘Heaven!  K 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Family  Bible  Series 

Worthy  of  Praise 

Mark  11:1-10, 15-18 

By  Grace  Graham 


■  9:9,  ''Behold  your  king  is  God's  Word.  What  will  you 
coming  to  you;  he  is  just  choose  to  do  to  praise  God  today? 
and  having  salvation.  Providing  for  praise  (11:15- 
lowly  and  riding  on  a  18).  Jesus  went  to  me  temple.  To 
donkey."  say  that  he  was  displeased  with 

Experiencing  praise  what  he  found  there  is  an  under- 
(11:8-10).  "Hosanna,  blest  statement.  He  began  to  drive  out 
is  he  who  comes  in  the  those  who  were  buying  and  sell- 
name  of  the  Lord!"  This  ing.  His  own  followers  were 
r  .  song  of  the  crowds  amazed  as  was  the  crowd, 

i^ranam  expressed  their  thoughts  It  seems  the  proper  activities 

would  be  the  only  one  that  Jesus  was  die  "com-  in  the  temple  were  viewed 

available.  ing  one."  This  king  was  expected  very  differendy  by  Jesus  than 

The  men  were  to  simply  say  to  establish  his  earthly  kingdom  by  the  priests.  They  prospered 

the  Lord  has  need  of  it.  Was  there  and  then.  by  the  selling  of  sacrificial  ani- 

this  a  jplan  prearranged  by  The  cry  "Hosanna"  is  a  plea  mals  especially  to  the  large 

■M's  owner,  to  "save  now."  Bartimaeus  nad  Passover  crowd, 

or  was  it  the  power  committed  begged  for  help.  Were  these  Ordinary  Greek  or  Roman 
les  acting  in  the  crowds  doing  the  same?  money  could  not  be  used  in 

History  would  show  that  worship,  so  pilgrims  had  to 
unlike  the  healing  of  blind  exchange  their  money  for 
Bartimaeus,  this  crowd  would  Tyrian  or  Jewish  coins.  The 
remain  blind.  Yes,  ;blessed  or  exchange  was  not  always  fair, 
happy  are  those  who  know  the  The  holy  place  had  been  turned 
truth  about  Jesus  and  experi-  into  a  center  for  business, 
ence  the  kingdom  of  God.  It  seems  that  Jesus  was  in  full 

What  a  joy  it  is  to  praise  our  charge  of  the  court  of  the  Gentiles 
Lord.  Have  you  learned  to  do  where  the  selling  usually  took 
this?  Many  do  so  in  singing  place.  He  would  not  allow  the 
songs,  in  writing,  and  in  reading  temple  to  be  used  as  a  short  cut  to 


_  animal;  one  fit  for  a 

holy  purpose.  This 
borne  adults  are  skeptical  might  also  suggest 
and  question  whether  anyone  Jesus  knew  that  it 
deserves  honor  and  praise. 

Jesus'  preparing  to  enter 
Jerusalem  on  a  donkey  in  fulfill- 

revealed 
as  the  Son  of 


preparing 


ment  of  Zechariah  9: 

his  true  identil  _  _  _  _  _ 

God.  His  humility  showed  that  Jesus  with  the  animal 
he  is  worthy  of  praise. 

Jesus  demanded  silence  to  the  discipl 
about  his  diety  and  spoke  of  master's  name? 
himself  in  other  terms.  As  he  The  disciples  prepared  the  colt 
prepared  to  enter  Jerusalem,  he  for  riding  by  throwing  their  outer 
provoked  the  crowd  to  further  garments  on  it.  This  served  as  a 
speculate  about  who  he  was.  saddle.  Other  garments  were 

He  provided  a  living  parable  thrown  on  the  road  along  with 
to  enable  others  to  search  for  his  palm  branches  to  show  honor, 
identity.  He  sent  two  of  his  dis-  Jesus  rode  into  Jerusalem  on  a 
ciples  to  get  a  colt.  The  descrip-  donkey,  not  as  a  military  general 
tion  "on  which  no  one  has  ever  on  a  horse.  This  was  truly  what 
sat"  might  suggest  a  sacrificial  the  prophet  wrote  in  Zechariah 


Life  and  Work 

Two  thieves: 

settling  an  eternal  destiny 

Luke  23:32-43 

[im  Burnett  destinies  with  ] 


For  example,  a  person  careful  not  to  waste  our  lives 
who  has  incessantly  con-  earning  the  deadly  wages  of  sin. 
sumed  alcohol  or  smoked  Forgiveness  is  possible 
cigarettes  for  years  and  (23:34).  What  persuaded  the 
quits  will  have  to  live  conversion  of  the  thief?  After  all, 
with  damaged  goods,  a  in  Mark's  gospel  we  read  that 
body  severely  affected.  A  both  felons  were  hurling  insults 
transformed  life  now  at  Jesus  along  with  the  crowd, 
with  complete  abstinence  At  what  point  did  the  crimi- 
from  drinking  or  any  type  nal  realize  the  divinity  of 
of  drug  use  will  not  repair  Christ?  Could  it  have  been  at  the 
or  restore  his  body  to  100  time  he  heard  Jesus  request  God 
precious  Son.  percent  capacity.  to  spare  his  wrath  on  the  guilty 

Jesus  was  sentenced  to  One  of  the  criminals  dying  crowd?  As  part  of  the  human 
death  by  the  Roman  govern-  on  the  cross  repented  of  his  sins  race  we  are  accustomed  to  an 
ment  at  the  request  of  tne  Jews,  and  believed  in  Christ,  yet  still  eye  for  an  eye  and  a  tooth  for  a 
The  Jews  viewed  Christ  as  an  underwent  the  penalty  for  his  tooth.  Yet,  Jesus'  desire  was  rec- 
imposter,  a  blasphemer,  and  a  crimes.  Didn't  God  forgive  him  onciliation,  not  retaliation, 
reprobate,  for  he  claimed  to  be  of  past  sins?  Yes,  but  the  conse-  My  friends,  let  us  never  for- 
the  son  of  God  and  king  of  the  quences  of  his  sins  remained.  get  God's  love  is  the  greatest 
Jews.  Unfortunately,  many  It  is  reminiscent  of  the  Karla  force  upon  earth,  and  he  offers 
people  in  Jesus'  day  failed  to  Faye  Tucker  case  in  which  Mrs.  this  love  to  all.  No  matter  how 
see  him  as  their  sin-bearer  and  Tucker,  who  committed  mur-  callous,  stubborn,  or  rebellious 
only  hope  for  reconciliation  der,  accepted  Christ  while  in  some  people  are,  God  loves 
with  Goa.  prison.  Although  upon  conver-  them  and  longs  to  pardon  them. 

Life  can  be  wasted  (23:32-  sion  God  pardoned  her,  the  Rejection  can  oe  solidified 
33).  While  it  is  true  that  the  consequences  of  former  actions  (23:39-41).  Opportunity  to  be 
blood  of  Jesus  bleaches  our  sins  led  to  execution.  saved  knocked  on  the  hearts  of 

away,  the  consequences  of  our  We  as  God's  people  must  both  criminals  but  only  one 
sins  often  remain.  make  wise  decisions  and  be  responded  appropriately.  The 


Burnett 


Explore  the  Bible 

Dying  to  save  others 

Mark  15:22-25,  29-34,  37-39 


from  the  cross  and  save  suffering  (15:33-34).  At  the 
himself  would  appeal  to  very*  time  when  one  would 
the  human  side  of  Jesus,  expect  the  greatest  sunshine 
However,  the  Spirit  of  and  light,  12:(X)  noon,  a  dark- 
God  was  in  control.  The  ness  began  that  lasted  until 
words  of  the  religious  three  in  the  afternoon.  It  was  as 
leaders  were  abusive  though  God  lowered  the  sun  to 
toward  Jesus  and  caused  half-staff  to  signal  what  was 
more  suffering.  I  believe  about  to  happen.  Jesus  entered 
the  words  were  also  for  the  world  in  unusual  circum- 
the  on-lookers  who  stance  and  he  died  with  anoth- 
night  be  followers.  ’This  er  unusual  signal, 
it  happens  to  those  who  We  hear  the  suffering  of 
inst  us,”  was  the  message.  Jesus  as  he  quotes  from  Psalms, 
insults  could  be  con-  "My  God,  my  God  why  have 
as  heavy  evidence  that  you  forsaken  me?"  This  cry 
was  all  noise  and  he  came  from  the  depths  of  his 
not  do  what  he  said.  "He  soul.  Even  the  pain  felt  by  one 
Messiah  to  save  his  peo-  of  the  kings  who  was  taken  into  Suffering 
le  does  not  have  the  captivity  and  saw  his  children  stayed  on 
to  save  himself."  put  to  death  just  before  his  eyes  terrible  d 

I  Jesus  met  the  challenge  were  gouged  out  does  not  com-  love  for  us 
e  down  from  the  cross,  he  pare  with  the  physical  and  for  the  foi 
have  been  acting  contrary  emotional,  and  spiritual  suffer-  God  loves 
-vill  of  the  Father  and  con-  ing  of  Jesus.  lot  to  him 

>  the  eternal  plan  of  God.  Confessed  as  Son  of  God  Simmon 
erienced  the  depths  of  (15:37-39).  The  centurion  made  Church  Gr 


a  very  astute  judgement  for  a 
non-believer  when  he  stated 
with  certainty  that  this  man 
was  the  Son  of  God. 

We  are  never  made  aware  of 
any  further  profession  or  con¬ 
fession  of  faith  by  this  centuri¬ 
on.  We  are  told  of  the  renting  of 
the  temple  curtain  that  separat- 


By  Harold  W.  Simmons 


'ulcher  or  Gordon's 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


Ruth  Land  Family 
Mr.  Wei  born  Eubanks 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Rutledge 
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Mrs.  Mary  Lee  Eubanks 
Mr  A  Mrs.  M.  L.  Malone  Sr. 
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A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many 
groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medi¬ 
um.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have  been 
special  to  our  special  friends. 
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Dear  Friend  of  Children 


Recently  I  was  looking  through  some  sermon  material  and  I  came  across  the  poem 
“If  Easter  Be  Not  True”  by  Henry  Barstow.  I  was  reminded  in  this  beautiful  poem 
that  all  hope  would  be  unfounded  and  this  life  would  certainly  be  miserable  “If 
Easter  Be  Not  True.” 

I  immediately  thought  about  your  children  and  mine  here  at  The  Village.  So  many  of 
them  come  to  us  feeling  as  if  there  were  no  hope  and  no  future  for  them.  As  we  approach 
this  Easter  Season  you  have  the  opportunity  to  show  the  children  that  Easter  is  true  and 
because  Christ  does  live  they  have  the  hope  of  a  newness  of  life  through  Him. 

I  covenant  with  you  right  now  that  the  staff  here  at  The  Village  will  make  every  effort 
to  share  with  each  child  the  miracle  of  Easter.  I  only  ask  that  you  join  us  in  this  effort 
so  that  we  have  a  firm  foundation  upon  which  to  stand.  It  is  difficult  to  talk  to  a  child 
about  a  new  beginning  if  we  are  unable  to  provide  the  essentials  for  that  journey. 

This  Easter  reassures  you,  as  a  child  of  God,  that  there  is  a  new  beginning.  You  can 
give  that  assurance  to  these  children  through  your  support  and  prayers. 

I  want  to  thank  you  in  advance  for  what  I  know  you  will  do  in  helping  me  to  share 
the  good  news  of  Easter! 


Mr.  Clydt  Waken 
Mrs.  Harris  B.  Peyton 
Mi  Jewell  Tiunage 
Mr.  Farrell  Waken 
Miu  Beatrice  Brownlee 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  llctnbrec  Brandon 
William  A  Liaa  Flowers 
Joe  White 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lamar  E.  Arthur 
Mrs.  Addie  White 
Betty  Holeman 

Sanford.  Peggy  A  Porter  Holliday 
Mrs.  Daniel  K.  Kelly 
Nell  O'Neal 


Because  He  Lives 


Ronny  E.  Robinson 
Executive  Director 


Mrs.  Nettie  M.  Ford 


Me*y  Martha  SSC  FBC  Cryital  Spr. 
Mr  A  Mrs  Ragan  Wallen 
Mr  A  Mrs.  RayOrillot 


If  you  or  your  church  group  are  interested  in  Dressing-A-Child  at  Easter, 
please  contact  Chrystelle  Thames  or  Celeste  Cade  at  (601)922-2242 
or  e-mail  us  at  bcvl  ©mlsnet.com  for  more  information. 


to  include  the  v-chip  in  at 


April  2, 1998 


Mike  and  Colten  Ulmer 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1998 


DRBYQ:  ODQ  RBYQY  WP 


UDUY  DRBYQ  UFHY 
KULYQ  BYFGYU  CWGYU 


FHDUC  HYU,  EBYQYMT 


EY  HKPR  MY  PFGYL. 


FJRP  ODKQ:  REYAGY 


UYWRBYQ  WP  RBYQY 


PFAGFRWDU  WU  FUT 


Clue:  l-C 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Romans  Twelve 
Two. 


The  Baptist  Record 


Rodeo's  top  clown  keeps  first  things  first 


By  Stacey  Hambj 

Missouri  Word  &  V 


MOUNT  VERNON,  Mo.  (BP)  —  He  has 
entertained  in  nearly  every  major  arena, 
including  Madison  Square  Garden  in  New 
York.  He  has  appeared  in  the  Macy's 
Thanksgiving  Day  parade.  He  has  even 

done  the  weather 
with  Willard  Scott  of 
NBC's  "Today" 
show  —  all  because 
he's  one  of  the  best 
at  what  he  does. 

Mike  Ulmer  of 
Mount  Vernon,  Mo., 
has  been  named 
Clown  of  the  Year  by 
the  International  Pro¬ 
fessional  Rodeo  As¬ 
sociation  (IPRA)  for 
two  consecutive 
years. 

Numerous  other 
awards,  usually  in 
the  form  of  engraved 
belt  buckles,  line 
shelves  in  his  home, 
but  he  has  learned 
that  belt  buckles 
don't  really  matter  — 
living  for  the  Lord 

"What  1  do  is  a 
talent  many  people 
may  not  want,"  said 
Ulmer,  a  member  of 
First  Church,  Mount 
Vernon,  "but  I'll  do 
anything  I  can  to  use 
my  talents  for  God." 
The  rodeo 

clown's  job  is  twofold:  distracting  the  bull 
and  entertaining  the  crowd.  Ulmer 
describes  his  entertainment  as  comball 
comedy. 

"When  I'm  standing  on  a  barrel  with  a 
wireless  mike  on.  I'm  entertaining  five- 
year-olds  to  80-year-olds,"  he  said.  "Good, 
clean  family  comedy  is  hard.  That's  why  I 
use  a  lot  of  animals.1'  His  animals  include  a 
pony  named  Scamp  and  a  dog  named  Katy. 

Although  Ulmer  has  traveled  around 
the  nation  clowning  at  rodeos,  last  year 
was  the  first  time  he  took  his  talents  to  the 
mission  field.  "I  told  God  that  if  he  ever 
gave  me  the  opportunity  to  do  what  I  do 
for  his  benefit,  tnen  I'd  do  it,"  Ulmer  said. 

The  only  weekend  he  did  not  have  a 
rodeo  scheduled  in  1997  was  the  weekend 
his  pastor,  Gary  Gilmore,  asked  if  he  could 
join  the  church's  mission  team  to 
Wyoming.  Ulmer,  in  costume  and  using  his 
animals,  drew  a  crowd  at  a  fairground 
arena  in  Rock  Springs,  Wyo.,  so  the  gospel 
could  be  shared. 

"Mike  has  a  real  gift  at  opening  people 
up  through  humor,  Gilmore  said.  "He 
really  knows  how  to  plant  a  seed.  They're 
not  worrying  about  what's  going  on  at 
home;  they're  laughing  at  what  he's  doing. 
But  when  you  see  him  out  there  with  the 
bulls  in  the  arena,  it's  not  clowning.  He 
takes  the  attention  off  the  danger  ana  pro¬ 
tects  other  people." 

Ulmer  acknowledged  his  job  is  danger¬ 
ous.  It  takes  courage  and  skill  to  distract  a 
bull  that  has  thrown  off  a  cowboy.  He  also 
takes  a  moment  to  pray  before  entering  the 
arena. 

"I  don't  even  really  think  about  getting 
in  the  arena  with  a  bull  anymore,"  he  saicL 
"I've  been  doing  it  so  long.  I  don't  get  ner¬ 
vous  about  taking  a  beating;  I  just  dread  it." 

His  wife,  Debbie,  said  he's  had  his  share  of 
injuries,  including  a  broken  sternum  and  a  fin¬ 
ger  cut  off  by  a  bull's  horn.  It  was  reattached. 


"It  doesn't  bother  me  so  much  now, 
unless  I  see  a  bull  running  right  at  him  or 
hitting  file  barrel,  and  he's  in  it,"  said 
Debbie,  who  attends  nearly  all  the  rodeos 
with  him.  "It  used  to  scare  me  to  death,  but 
he's  real  capable  out  there." 

The  trade  may  stay  in  the  family.  Their 
son  is  considering  following  in  his  father's 
footsteps. 

"I  like  clowning,"  said  Colten,  age  five, 
who  joins  his  dad  for  some  routines.  "I've 
been  doing  this  a  couple  of  years.  I  always 
think  about  being  a  rodeo  clown." 

His  dad  noted  that  while  the  job  of 
clown  is  dangerous,  it's  not  as  dangerous  as 
riding  bulls. 

"Tne  opportunity  is  there  for  Colten  to 
clown  if  he  wants  it,"  Ulmer  said.  "I  didn't 
have  somebody  to  teach  clowning  to  me." 

He  learned  by  experience.  "They  have 
schools  now  for  rodeo  clowning,"  he  said. 
"I  went  to  the  school  of  hard  knocks." 

Ulmer  said  he  has  scaled  back  his  rodeo 
appearances,  so  he  can  spend  more  time  at 
home  with  his  family.  He  also  operates  a 
family  excavating  business. 

Two  years  after  taking  his  first  job  as  a 
rodeo  clown,  he  was  accepted  into  the 
IPRA.  "Since  then.  I've  gotten  to  go  a  lot  of 
places  and  do  a  lot  of  things  that  a  boy  from 
Mount  Vemon  wouldn't  nave  gotten  to  do 
otherwise." 

One  of  those  opportunities  was  to  clown 


for  the  World  Finals  in  El  Paso,  Texas,  in 
1992  and  1993.  In  El  Paso,  Ulmer  was  the 
clown  for  cowboys  from  Mexico,  Australia, 
and  Canada,  as  well  as  the  United  States. 
For  five  years,  he  worked  the  IPRA  finals  in 
Oklahoma  City  —  the  Super  Bowl  of  rodeo. 

Ulmer  holds  the  record  for  number  of 
consecutive  years  —  eight  —  as  clown  for 
the  American  Cowboys  Rodeo  Association 
finals,  and  the  Missouri  Rodeo  Association 
has  recognized  him  for  two  consecutive 
years  as  its  Clown  of  the  Year. 

"I  can  look  at  all  the  awards  I've  won 
and  the  TV  shows  I've  been  on,  and  say, 
'It's  not  going  to  matter,"'  he  said.  "Either 
you're  a  Christian  or  you  ain't.  That's  what 
it  comes  down  to." 

Living  the  Christian  life  on  the  rodeo 
circuit  isn't  easy,  he  said.  "I've  struggled  to 
try  to  walk  where  I'm  supposed  to,"  he 
said.  "Rodeo  is  a  sport,  ana  in  any  sport, 
it's  difficult  to  be  a  Christian.  You  back¬ 
slide,  and  God  gives  you  opportunities  to 
get  it  together." 


When  he  sees  an  opportunity  to  share 
his  faith  with  other  rodeo  clowns  and  cow¬ 
boys,  he  takes  it.  "When  people  see  you 
walk  the  walk,  they  ask  questions,"  he 
said.  "One  time,  I  said  I  need  to  go  to  prac¬ 
tice  for  an  Easter  pageant,  and  it  made  the 
others  stop  and  ask  what  I  was  doing, 
where  it  was  and  what  church  I  was  with.  I 
had  a  chance  to  say  something  then." 


FCC  approves  TV  ratings  system 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  federal  government's  approval  of  the  television  ratings 
system,  as  well  as  the  implementation  of  the  technology  to  utilize  it,  has  not  deactivat¬ 
ed  tile  debate  about  its  worthiness. 

The  Federal  Communications  Commission  (FCC)  accepted  the  television  industiy's 
voluntary  ratings  in  its  March  12  meeting.  The  FCC  also  approved  rules  for  installation 
of  tire  "v-chip,  the  equipment  required  by  Congress  in  its  1996  Telecommunications 


Act  to  enable 
The  FCC  n 
els  with  a  pic 


least  half  their  mod¬ 


els  with  a  picture  screen  of  13  inches  or  larger  by  July  1, 1999.  All  models  of  that  size 
and  larger  nave  to  include  the  v-chip  by  Jan.  1,  2000.  Boxes  with  v-chip  capability  for 
existing  television  sets  are  expected  to  be  available  even  earlier. 

The  technology  is  intendea  to  allow  parents  to  block  programming  with  certain  rat¬ 
ings  from  being  viewed  in  their  homes.  The  system  instituted,  voluntarily  but  under 
pressure,  by  the  industry  last  year  uses  the  general  ratings  TV-G,  TV-PG,  TV-14  and  TV- 
M  much  like  the  motion  picture  industry  uses  G,  PG,  TG-13  and  R  in  its  ratings.  In 
August,  the  ratings  were  revised  to  add  content  warnings:  V  for  violence;  S  for  sexual 
situations;  L  for  foul  language;  and  D  for  suggestive  dialogue. 

NBC,  however,  has  refused  to  include  the  V,  S,  L  and  D  warnings. 

The  v-chip  may  be  used  to  block  programming  by  general  categories,  content  ratings 
or  a  combination  of  the  two.  6 

The  FCC's  acceptance  of  the  system  has  not  silenced  critics  from  inside  and  outside  the 
TV  industry.  Among  the  criticisms  are:  Viewers 

don't  pay  attention  to  the  ratings;  the  rat-  <v  ° 

ings,  which  are  selected  by  the  networks,  \ 

are  inconsistent;  and  the  ratings  give  produc-  \  / 

ers  cover  to  show  more  violence  and  sex.  \  / 

A  recent  Associated  Press  poll  found  about  \  / 

ririfl/  _  r _ 1-  i _ 1 _ «• _ rm/  1  e  \  /  - 


Today  reported.  A  Wirthlin  survey  for 

Morality  in  Media,  an  interfaitn,  _ 

anti-obscenity  organization, 
showed  only  28%  of  Americans  \  I 

think  a  ratings  system  is  an  effective  1 

alternative  to  FCC  enforcement  of  the 

md'nte$:C should  have  rejected  the  1  | 
industry  ratings  system  ana  devised 
one  that  provided  "objective  informa-  J** 
tion,"  saia  Morality  iTlUedia  President 
Robert  Peters  in  a  written  statement. 

tire  FCC  is  permitted  to  hide  behind  this 


public  media  is  over  - 


tern  instead  of  enforcing  the 
extend^the  ban ^on  indecent 

ncy  has  won/Pete'rs  said, 
a  clean-up  project,  not  labels 


6  a.m.  to  10  p.m. 


